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Mr, President:

It is & great pleasure for the Shahbanou and Mysell to
welcome you Mr, President and Mre, Nixzon in our country. Your
visit is symbolic of the friendship and deep understanding, which
have always marked the relationahip between our two countries and

which with the passage of time have gome from strength to strength

We Iraniane were acquainted with the great American nation
even before the opening of diplomatic relations between our two
countries, through fruitful cultural and educational cooperation, It
is for this reason that our relationship was from the begioning
based on a truly sincere and spiritual understanding, It was almost
a century and half ago when the first American school was estab-
lished in Oroumieh of Azarbaijan, which ie called Rezaieh today, In
subsequent years similar schools were founded in Hamadan, HRasht,
Meshed and in several other cities of Iram, But the most important
of all thepe schools was the American College of Tehran, founded

almost 100 years ago. Many digtinguighed Iranian personalities had
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